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nto our magnificent Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, I yield all
glory and honor, and submit earnest yet humble praise for
His majesty! And to our Honorable Diocesan and Prelate, Bishop
Charles H. Ellis III, Resident Bishops, Suffragan Bishops, District
Elders, Pastors, Leadership Spouses, and all attendees at this
187th Tri-Annual Session of the California District Council, I
greet you with a resounding, “Praise the Lord!”.
It is with gratitude and honor to him who loved and washed us in
his own blood for providing us, the family of the prestigious
California District Council, with such highly skilled and devoted
leadership. And just as Joshua received a mandate to move up
and out in the spirit of progressive expansion, so is it for the
constituency of the California District Council.
For this cause I want to thank our Honorable Bishop Charles H.
Ellis III, along with Suffragan Bishop James G. Belle and our
entire CDC Realignment and Restructuring Committee for their
major contributions toward moving our expansion project
forward. For the Lord knows that we have truly dwelt in this
mountain of Five Spiritual Regions long enough.
So now that the majority of the results of our operational
evaluations, pastoral surveys, and other logistical performance
analysis have been collected, we can continue to press forward for
more favorable results to come forth from our collaborative efforts
to complete our remaining transitional projects. Our Honorable
Presider will make known and provide us with any additional
project-oriented pertinent information as it relates to the current
and future status of our efforts to expand into more than one
Diocese.
To God be all the glory for the favor he has bestowed upon the
Great Sixteenth Episcopal District of The Pentecostal Assemblies
of the World, Inc. over the years!
As we continue on this journey, I humbly and respectfully solicit
for you who are members of this Great Council to join in with our
CDC Leadership Teams (auxiliaries and official CDC-approved
committees) to increase personal commitments toward
contributing to the success of our overall transitory efforts while
we simultaneously prepare to move from this temporary
ecclesiastical service environment to the Eternal Cloud of Glory,
what some refer to as the Rapture or the Blessed Hope. Regardless
of the terminology used to describe that grand transition, it’s
imperative that you remain focused on your Long Term Goals!

Whatever else may come into your thought processes by way of information being communicated to you
that is non-conducive to meeting the objectives and purposes of our mission, just simply refer those matters
to Gospel Complaint Department located in Philippians 3:13-14 (Brethren, I count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things
which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.)
And perchance you acquire an enemy or two while in pursuit of fulfilling your God-ordained assignment
to eliminate the negatives and focus on the positives, may I suggest some proven and efficient
psychological advice: "Don't pray for God to eliminate your enemies, because without them you will never
discover who your true friends really are!” - Elder Robert T. Douglas, Sr. (Winter, 1992. Tel Aviv, Israel.
Ref. Proverbs 17:17 (A friend loveth at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.))
Therefore, I am encouraging all our CDC Members and Loyal Kingdom Stewards to focus on growing
your families, friendships, ministries, and finances as we move from the mountain of complacency into the
rich valley of Godly progress, divine success, and true prosperity.
Furthermore, I encourage our precious and devoted Pastors of this great Council to continue to preach the
Word of God fervently, embracing that your messages are God's ordained method for pointing people to
Christ, for spiritually maturing believers, and for converting the souls of lost sinners to prepare their hearts
to meet their creator.
Lay members, continue to honor and obey the directives of the Master as provided in Matthew 6:33 (But
seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you). For in doing
this you are guaranteed not to experience the guilt of compromise. You will also not have to worry about
regret, so declares the Word of God in Romans 8:1 (There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit).
To our gifted and talented Musicians, play anointed gospel music on your instruments of worship especially
while operating in the liturgical atmosphere. Motivate yourselves and your trainees to incorporate these
same disciplines to avoid compromise to the world's way of fabricating religion. We want all who visit our
worship services to respect and appreciate your gifts and talents.
To our Young People, fight the good fight of faith, lay hold onto eternal life, and never forget that as long
as the Lord has your soul, we have your back because you are our future and destiny.
To our Evangelism personnel, put the pressure on the devil and do all that you can to, with the love of
God, snatch the lost out of Satan's grip; preventing him from further increasing the number of deceived
souls that he's leading to the lake of fire. In doing so, our ministries will expand beyond our physical
edifices into other surrounding areas and will bring unlimited success to our soul-winning efforts.
And finally, to our loyal and devoted Ushers, Health Professionals, and Hospitality workers, continue to
provide a consecrated, professional, hospitable, and genuinely friendly atmosphere while our growth and
expansion process is going forth.
May The Lord bless and prosper you with his favor in unlimited capacity as only he can.
In Jesus,
Suffragan Bishop Robert T. Douglas, Sr., Ph.D.
Chairman

